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MS. MAGUIRE:  I t  is  twelve o ' two P.M.  We

have 286 schools in  at tendance.  So, we have a

quorum.

I  f i rst  would just  l ike to introduce

everyone here on the dais,  Steve Goodel l ,  NJSIAA

General  Counsel ;  Dave Frazier,  our Advisory

Commit tee Chair ,  a lso Athlet ic Di rector at

Rutherford High School ;  and Jen F leury,  the

Advisory Commit tee Secretary,  the Athlet ic

Director a t  Vi l la Walsh Academy.

Since at tendance is based on the delegate

cards submit ted at  regis trat ion,  I  have a mot ion

f rom Rob Haraka at  Morr isvi l le High School  and a

second from Tom Mul lahey at  Cl i f ton High School

to omit  the rol l  ca l l .   Is anyone opposed?  

(No response.)

MS. MAGUIRE:  Does anyone abstain?

(No response.)

MS. MAGUIRE:  Al l  are in favor.   Thank

you.

Okay.  For your in format ion,  the 2023

Annual Meet ing t ranscr ip t  is  avai lable on the

NJSIAA websi te under Ins ide NJSIAA Const i tut ion

and Legis lat ion.   We wi l l  not i fy al l  schools v ia

an alert  emai l  when today's t ranscr ipt  is  posted
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to that  same locat ion on our websi te.   We wi l l

w i l l  post  a f inal  vot ing summary by school  v ia

an alert  emai l  by the end of  th is  week.  So,

NJSIAA Assistant Di rector,  Al  Stumpf and Derryk

Sel lers in  the back of  the room, they wi l l  be

col lect ing the bal lot .   Paul  Popadiuk,  Chief

Compl iance Off icer and Tony Masel l i ,  Chief

Operat ing Off icer wi l l  be count ing the bal lots

of f  in a separate room.

Last ly p lease take your  t ime to ensure

your bal lo t  is  complete and accurate.   Okay.

Make sure your school  name, make sure you cast a

vote,  and make sure i t  is  s igned to ensure that

the bal lot  is  counted.  

So, now I 'm going to turn the meet ing over

to our Par l iamentar ian,  Steve Goodel l .   Thank

you.

MR. GOODELL:  Okay.  Thank you, Col leen.

Welcome, everybody.   

So I 'm the Par l iamentar ian.   What that

means is I 'm the referee for today's meet ing.   I

th ink i t 's  going to  be a quick and ef f ic ient

meet ing.   I  th ink i t  wi l l  be that .   

We've got two bal lots for  you to  vote on.

So I 'm going to  te l l  you the procedures and then
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Dave Frazier wi l l  conduct the meet ing.   The

procedures are as fo l lows.  First ,  Col leen --

Dave Frazier wi l l  introduce each bal lo t .   Each

of these has been proposed by NJSIAA staf f .   So,

i t  is  Col leen Magui re who wi l l  explain  what the

legis lat ion is.   At  that  point ,  i f  anybody has a

quest ion about the legis lat ion,  they raise thei r

hand,  come to the microphone and ask a quest ion

to explain  the legis lat ion.   Af ter  that  anybody

who wants to speak against  the legis la t ion,

raise your  hand, come to the microphone.  You

can speak against  the legis la t ion.   Three

minutes is  the maximum you can speak.  Anybody

wishes to speak in favor  of  the legis lat ion,

they can do that fo l lowing.

Once everybody has spoken we wi l l  cal l  the

quest ion and you wi l l  vote.   Votes wi l l  be

col lected and counted and you wi l l  hear the

resul ts before the end of  the meet ing.   As soon

as the votes have been col lected,  we wi l l  move

on to  the second bal lot .   Same procedures apply .

Again,  I  th ink th is  wi l l  be quick and ef f ic ient .

Any quest ions?  

(No response.)

MR. GOODELL:  Dave Frazier 's next up and
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he can get  the meet ing going.

MR. FRAZIER:  Thanks, Steve.  Good morning

or af ternoon to  my dist inguished col leagues.

Today we have two pieces of  legis lat ion

that wi l l  be be vot ing on.  I 'm going to jump

the gun and say please do not  fo ld your ba l lots

now.  So do not  fo ld your ba l lots .   Keep those

f lat ,  easier to  count.

Al l  r ight .   Bal lot  number 1 in the gray

color ,  Bal lot  number 1 th is is sponsored by the

NJSIAA, th is proposal  to  adopt the gir ls ice

hockey as a state sanct ioned spor t .   The

Advisory Commit tee met in December 2023 to  hear

both of  these proposals,  unanimously agreed.

They went to the Execut ive Commit tee January

10th.   They were voted on there and approved.

We, as Athlet ic Di rectors,  got  to hear

more about  the proposals  at  our DAANJ conference

in March.  Those that were not ab le to  hear  that

informat ion were able to  speak to  Mr.  Popadiuk

and a lso part ic ipate in a web based meet ing in

order  to get addi t ional  informat ion,  and today

we are here to actual ly vote on the proposals.

So, Bal lo t  number 1 as I  sa id is  the gray

bal lo t  proposed by the NJSIAA staf f .   Col leen
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wi l l  speak about i t ,  but  before that  I  wi l l  ask

for a  mot ion and a second for  th is proposal ,  and

I  know I  have a mot ion to accept Bal lo t  number

1, Josh Aronowitz,  the Athlet ic Director at

Matawan High School  and the second from Chris

Brown, Ath let ic  Director  of  Park Ridge High

School .

Now I 'd l ike to ca l l  back up to the dais

Miss Col leen Maguire to speak on the

legis lat ion.

MS. MAGUIRE:  Thank you.  As Dave

ment ioned,  th is  proposal  is  to formal ly

recognize gir ls  hockey as the 34th sanct ioned

sport  of  the State Associat ion.   The one

impor tant point  to note is that  upon your

approval  o f  th is start ing wi th the '24- '25

school  year,  our boy/gir l  compet i t ion pol icy

wi l l  be in  place.  That means i f  you are a

member school  and you have a gir ls ice hockey

team whether i t  your own standalone team or  as a

cooperat ive program, gir ls wi l l  be required to

p lay on the gir ls ice hockey team.  

That  is the only real  change to what  has

been under  the pi lo t  program as per the gi r ls

hockey pi lot  program that was approved in
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October 2021.

Are there any quest ions?  

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Okay.  Being that there are

no quest ions,  does anyone wish to  speak against

the mot ion?  I f  you wish to speak against  i t ,

p lease come up to the microphone.   State your

name,  your  school  and please try to keep i t

under  three minutes and redundant  speeches are

not welcome.  Are there any?  

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Anyone wish to speak for the

proposal?  Same procedure.   I f  you wish to speak

for the proposal ,  p lease step up to the mike,

s tate your  name and school .

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Okay.  Being that there are

no speakers against  or  for ,  I ' l l  cal l  the

quest ion.   This  is to adopt the proposal  for

g ir ls  ice hockey.  Note that  th is  requires a

major i ty vote.   We have 286 vot ing members

today.  So that 's 143 plus one, a  hundred and

forty- four  needed for th is to pass.

At th is t ime,  NJSIAA staf f  is  around the

room, and they wi l l  assist  in col lect ing the
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bal lo ts.   Please le t 's  have a tab le mate col lect

them off  your table and then hand them to NJSIAA

as they come around.  Any table that  has not had

i t  co l lected, raise up h igh.  I  th ink we a lmost

have them al l .   Any other ba l lots  out there?

Going once --  we got one, th is table here.   Any

others?  Going once, going twice,  sold.   Okay.

And whi le  we' re wai t ing,  I 'd l ike to  take

this moment to thank the Advisory Commit tee.   I

know I 'm the Chair ,  and Jen here is our

Secretary,  but  the commit tee has done a

wonderful  job.   So,  al l  my commit tee members

just  put  your hands up.  Let 's give a quick

wave.   Let 's give them a round of  applause,

thank our commit tee members.

Al l  r ight .   On to Bal lo t  number 2.   That

is the whi te ba l lot .   Th is ba l lot  is  the

proposal  to amend the classi f icat ion rule for

charter schools  and cooperat ive sports  programs.

Once again we fol low the same vot ing procedure

that I  went through in Bal lot  number 1.

This  piece of  legis lat ion is proposed by

the NJSIAA.  I t 's  been endorsed by the Advisory

and the Execut ive Commit tee.   Welcome back up

Col leen Maguire to speak on the proposal .

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



PAGE 9

MS. MAGUIRE:  Thank you.

So this proposal  I 'm going to t ry to  go

s low,  but please encourage quest ions.   This

proposal  is  going to --  when we run our

c lass i f icat ions,  we are going to exclude the

charter schools  and exclude the cooperat ive

sports programs.  For each sport ,  we're going to

run the classi f icat ions.   We're going to

establ ish our groups, establ ish our sect ions.

This gives us f lexibi l i ty  before the s tart  of

each season to insert  the charter  schools,

inser t  the cooperat ive sports  programs where

they belong natural ly based on their  enrol lment

and based on their  north ing numbers.

This  --  what i t  does real ly  i t  provides

f lexibi l i ty  to accommodate the changing status

of charter  schools wi th their  varsi ty programs.

We have some charter schools that  come into our

membership.   They may have varsi ty for  a year,

they may no longer.   Sometimes they come into

our membership for  a year or two and the charter

school  c loses.  Sometimes they run JV and they

come back to varsi ty.

Our c lassi f icat ions are on two years.

Right .   So, when you have this k ind of  changing
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status,  i t  can star t  to cause disrupt ions to the

rest  of  the schools .   

Same goes for  cooperat ive sports  program.

We've taken giant s teps towards provid ing an

inord inate amount o f  f lexibi l i ty  to our schools

that need cooperat ive sports programs to keep

their  program going.  Paul  Popadiuk and the

Cooperat ive Commit tee does a great job meet ing

seasonal ly  to vet  a l l  the co-ops,  but somet imes

in that  two-year per iod emergent ones ar ise.

Somet imes partners need to change.  So, th is now

real ly outside of  ice hockey,  who has i ts own

separate c lassi f icat ion,  a l l  of  the other

sports,  those schools that  have their  own

standalone consistent varsi ty  programs aren ' t

going to be impacted by the comings and goings

of charter  schools and cooperat ive sports

programs.

Are there any quest ions?

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Okay.  I  apologize in

advance.  My eyes jumped.  We do have a mot ion

to accept th is proposal  by Mr.  Ar t  Mazzacca,

Hawthorne High School  and second by Mr.  Dave

Ryden of  Marlboro High School .   My apologies for
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having that out  of  sequence.

Hopping back in are there any quest ions

for Col leen?  

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Seeing that there are no

quest ions,  does anyone week - -  week?  Wish to

speak against  the proposal?  I f  there's anyone,

p lease step up to the microphone,  less than

three minutes,  name, school ,  posi t ion.

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Okay.  Seeing that  there are

none,  is there anyone that wishes to speak for

the mot ion?  Same procedure,  step up to the

microphone.

(No response.)

MR. FRAZIER:  Al l  r ight .   Seeing that

there are none,  I  w i l l  now cal l  the quest ion to

this proposal  to amend the classi f icat ion rules.

Note that  a major i ty of  votes are needed.  We

have 286 vot ing.   One hundred for ty- three plus

one wi l l  equal  144 for th is to pass.  Please

make sure your bal lots are not fo lded.   Make

sure that  you wri t ten the in format ion in so that

your vote counts,  name, school ,  e t  cetera,  a l l

informat ion that  is  requested on said bal lot .

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



PAGE 12

Once again please have a table mate co l lect  them

al l .   NJSIAA staf f  wi l l  be around.  Once again

we' l l  cont inue to col lect  those votes.

Just  a po int  of  in format ion,  Gents and

Ladies.   Cal l  to order for  a moment.   Gents and

Ladies,  we have the resul ts for  Bal lot  number 1.

Okay,  Gents and Ladies,  Bal lot  number 1 wi th an

overwhelming vote yes,  275 yes, 11 abstent ions,

and, Karen, you can wri te in I  th ink th is is the

f i rst  zero no vote that  we've had.  So, 275 to

zero wi th 11 abstent ions.   Gir ls ice hockey wi l l

be recognized as a state sanct ioned sport .

Also,  Gents and Ladies,  p lease s t ick

around.  The next set  of  bal lots are quick ly

being tal l ied.   I  know you're  in a rush to get

back to your of f ices.   I  can see that.   So

please si t  t ight  for  two seconds as we get  the

f inal  vote in.

Al l  r ight ,  Gent lemen and Ladies.   Okay.

Ladies and Gent lemen, sorry the PA system is not

as loud as I 'd  l ike i t  to be.  Okay.  Before I

read the tal ly  - -  before I  read the ta l ly ,  there

are a few people that  I 'd l ike to  also thank.

This is about to conclude our Annual  Business

Meet ing,  and each of  us plays an integral  part
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of th is process.  So, al though both pieces of

legis lat ion did  pass overwhelmingly,  the work

that you done and fol lowing the process is

extermely impor tant .   I 'd l ike to  thank Steve

Shohf i  for  being here today, Execut ive Commit tee

member.   Is Kurt  Karcich st i l l  here?  

MR. SHOHFI:   He le f t  just  a  few minutes

ago.

MR. FRAZIER:  Okay.  Another Execut ive

Commit tee member.   So thank both of  you for

being here today.

Bal lot  number 2,  the Co-op Class i f icat ion

Rule for  Charter and Cooperat ive Sports Programs

passes 271 yes,  14 no, one abstent ion.   That 's

271 yes, 14 no,  one abstent ion.

The business of  the meet ing is essent ia l ly

over.   Pr ior  to  that  and the adjournment,  I  need

a mot ion to adjourn and I ' l l  use my trusted

Secretary,  Jen Fleury,  V i l la Walsh High School .

V i l la  Walsh Academy, and Verona High School  AD,

laura Palmerezz i  to  mot ion and second the

adjournment.   Gent lemen and Ladies,  th is

concludes the Annual  Business Meet ing.   Thank

you for your he lp in th is.   P lease have a safe

and happy rest  of  the school  year .   Good luck to
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al l .

(Whereupon the meet ing was

concluded.)
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